Post-war Britain
Moscow mysteriously delayed. It reduced armament expen-
diture and stopped the building of a naval base at Singapore.
But it started the building of five new cruisers. It co-operated
with M. Herriot in an attempt to put Reparations on a sane
basis, but the "Dawes Plan" which resulted was only less
criminal and lunatic than its predecessors.
In India, Egypt and Iraq, where it had been hoped that the
new Government would show a new liberal spirit and initiate
real steps towards self-government, nothing whatever was done.
Here was a good deal less than the active Labour supporters
in the country had confidently expected; for it included no
step towards the reorganization of the coal-mines or any other
basic industry, and no measure at all that could be described
as in any sense socialistic, even in tendency. There was, more-
over, considerable discontent at the Government's failure to
give any effective support to the workers' demands for higher
wages and improved conditions. The Washington Forty-
eight Hours Convention remained unratified; and the Trade
Unions were for the most part left to fight their own battles
without Government help.
Reviving trade, and the presence of a Labour Government
in office combined to make 1924 a year of considerable indus-
trial disturbance. At the beginning of the year there was a
railway strike, conducted by the Associated Society of Loco-
motive Engineers and Firemen, for better terms than had been
accepted by the N.U.R. In this dispute, with N.U.R. mem-
bers continuing at work, and the Government even making
plans to use the Emergency Powers Act, if necessary, in order
to secure the maintenance of the railway services, the cleavage
between the Labour leadership and the left wing was already
plain. There followed, in swift succession, a dockers' strike in
February, a tram and omnibus strike in March, a shipyard
lock-out in April, and a threatened miners' strike in May. In
June the workers on the London tube railways came out, and
in July the builders.
These disputes were signs of the upward trend of economic
activity. The strike of the locomotive men against the un-
favourable award of the National Railway Wages Board ended
in defeat, in face of the hostility of the N.U.R. But both the